Russell Tong named 
Assistant Commissioner 


Russell Tong has been named to the 
new position of Assistant Commissioner 
for Capital Program Management by 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. 

“Tong’s first task will be to re-orient 
NJDOT into a department which is 
focused squarely on program management 
control and delivery,” said Wilson. 

Tong is a 1962 graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Connecticut with a bachelors 
degree in Civil Engineering. : 

“After graduation, I went to work for a 
small consulting firm for a year then join- 
|ed the Maguire Group Inc. in Boston,” he 
said. “I started as a design engineer in 
highways, moved up through the ranks 
finally becoming a corporate vice- 
president, responsible for their Massachu- 
setts office.” 

In 1988, Tong joined the Connecticut 
Department of Public Works as an Assis- 
tant Administrator. He had responsibility 
for all planning design and construction. 
This included establishing construction 
and project management units. 

“Many of the issues I dealt with in 
Connecticut, exist here, just on a larger 
scale,” he said. 

“We will be combining the activities 
in design, right of way and construction 
into one operation. My focus will be in 
the management and delivery of capital 
projects. The Agency will focus its 
responsibility to repair and maintain the 
existing infrastructure,” he said. 

Tong was recently married to Marie 
Gendron, who works in banking. They 
live in Lawrenceville. He has two child- 
ren by a previous marriage. His son, 
David, 31, works for a consulting firm 
that does construction inspection. 

His daughter, Donna, 28, is working on 
her masters degree in social work. 
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Governor Whitman visits Sign Shop 


On a recent visit to the NJDOT to attend a Cabinet meeting hosted by Commissioner Frank 
J. Wilson, Governor Christine Todd Whitman took time out to tour the Fernwood shops. 
Here she tries her hand at sign making as Commissioner Wilson, Sign Shop Supervisor 
David Bowlby and Assistant Crew Supervisor Ed Feller look on. 


And the Excel Award winner is... 


The Department won the coveted 1995 
Excel Award competition for its I-80 
Diamond Express Lane marketing 
campaign. The honor was bestowed by 
AASHTO’s Administrative Subcommittee 
on Public Affairs at its annual workshop in 
late August. 

The Excel Award is the association’s 
highest award, given for excellence in 
transportation public relations programs in 
the more than $50,000 category. 

“Excellent media coverage.” “Great!” 
“Gotta love the coverage...” “Well done.” 
“Just what the doctor ordered.” “Total 
media saturation.” “Not flashy. Just a 
good solid job of communicating.” 

These were the rave reviews that 
accompanied the 96% point average 
ranked by judges from the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles, WCTV 6 in Tallahas- 
see and Florida A&M University. 
Florida won the award last year and was 
responsible for this year’s judging. 
NJDOT will judge the contest next year. 

Communications Office Director 
Alyn Ackermann and Deputy Director 
Camille Sinclair accepted the award for 
the Department. 


In their contest entry letter, they 
stated: “The campaign turned into a 
multi-disciplinary team experience, 

a positive and energizing blend of 
Communications and technical profes- 
sionals in our Department and an 
advertising and marketing agency we 
hired through the state’s competitive 
bidding process.” 

“The success of the Diamond 
Express Lane campaign is evident in 
these first anniversary statistics: 

“HOV Lane: AM Vehicles increased 
1.18%; occupants increased 6.12% 

“HOV Lane: PM Vehicles decreased 
by -7.39%, occupants increased by 2.92% 

“Our goal was to move more people 
on the HOV lane in one of our most 
heavily traveled corridors. We 
achieved our goal on the first day and 
continue to do so. 

“The I-80 campaign has laid the 
ground work for the HOV lanes on 
I-287, we hope to build on this suc- 
cess,” Ackermann said. “The I-80 
campaign served the motorists well and 
everyone in the Department who 
contributed to the Excel award should 
be congratulated,” he said. 
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New Department press spokesmen 


NJDOT’s new spokesmen are Jim Berzok, Public Information Manager and John Graf, Jr. 
They will be assisted by John Dourgarian who moves into the Communications staff as a 
writer and public affairs assistant from the Corrispondence Center. They replace Bob 
McHugh who moved to Motor Vehicle Services, and Jeff Lamm, who went to Traffic 
Operations South. Berzok worked at the Departments of Environmental Protection and 
Insurance for over five years and the Star-Ledger for nine years. Graf joins the 
Department after seven years as Director of College and Community Relations at Raritan 
Valley Community College. Prior to that, he was a freelance reporter for several Central 
New Jersey newspapers. Dourgarian has been with the Department for nine years. 


Commissioner welcomes new airline to Trenton 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson welcomes the first flight of Eastwind Airlines to the Trenton- 
Mercer Airport as Mercer County Executive Robert Prunetti, Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman, Airline President James McNally and Commerce Commissioner Gil Medina look 
on. The Department provided a $300,000 grant to purchase ground handling equipment at 
the airport. The start-up airline, nicknamed ''the Bee Line" after its cartoon mascot, began 
flying Boeing 737s to Boston and Greensboro on August 15 and recently added several stops 
in Florida. 


Cox moves on 
down the road 


Christine R. Cox is moving along the 
transportation infrastructure in a new 
lane. The I-95 Corridor Coalition 
recently selected the former NJDOT 
Assistant Commissioner as its Adminis- 
trative Manager. 

In her new role, Chris will manage a 
wide array of tasks for Coalition 
members from state and city depart- 
ments from Virginia to Maine. She will 
work at Department headquarters when 
she is not traveling the corridor. 

Chris is well qualified to assist the 
Coalition reach its goals of more 
effective mobility programs and reduced 
congestion in the I-95 corridor. During 
her 15 years in New Jersey government, 
she has held a myriad of positions, 
including Acting Director, Deputy 
Director for Planning and Chief of Staff 
at Motor Vehicle Services. 

She also served eight years in local 
government, including four years as a 
township administrator. She was also 
Special Assistant for Technology and 
the Intelligent Transportation Systems 
(ITS) Program at NJDOT. 

In the past two years, the Coalition 
made substantial progress in initiating 
the ITS program in the Northeast 
Corridor and to foster collaboration with 
the private sector. “I feel that this 
experience will help us coordinate 
support for federally funded travel 
improvement projects along the nation’s 
busiest financial, business and congested 
travel corridor,” she said. 
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Briefs 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson was 
elected chairman of the American Public 
Transit Association at the group’s annual 
meeting in San Antonio, Texas. The 
association, the largest mass transit trade 
and lobbying group in the US, represents 
most public transit operators. 

Peggy Lennon is on a Mobility 
Assignment to the Office of Assistant 
Commissioner for Finance and Adminis- 
tration Brian Scantlebury. She has 
assumed responsibility for the Employee 
Transportation Coordinator (ETC) 
functions formerly managed by Timothy 
McGough. Peggy can be reached at (609) 
530-2960. 

Brian J. Strizki and the Department 
were honored recently by the NJ Certified 
Public Manager’s Society for the Value 
Engineering program. The program was 
chosen for its exceptional cost savings and 
measurable increases in quality and 
productivity. 

Anthony N. Okafor, Assistant 
Engineer, Region II Construction, has 
successfully passed the Fundamentals of 
Engineering Exam given by the State 
Board of Professional Engineers and Land 
Surveyors. 

Steve Ciapanna, Engineer in Struc- 
tural Project Management, has been cast in 
the lead role of Brick in Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof at the Cumberland Players in 
Vineland. The show will run weekends 
from October 20 through November 4. 
Call (609) 692-5626 for information. 


Retiree 


Edward H. Ristow, Sr. came by 
NJDOT to visit. Why? Because he worked 
here for 50 years. Ristow started in July of 
1921 when he was 13 years old and retired 
at the age of 63 in October 1972. He 
worked for Don Chiacchio as a supervisor 
of records. He now lives in Colorado and 
comes back to NJ every few years to visit. 


Births 


Bob Sasor, Principal Engineer in the 
Bureau of Research, and his wife, Mary, 
welcomed the arrival of their first child, 
Michael Stanley, on May 31. 

Dan Voltaggio, a driver with the 
Emergency Service Patrol from the 


Hanover Yard, and his wife, Susan, 
became the proud parents of 10 Ib. 4 oz. 
Matthew Conor on August 16. 

Rose Downs, Secretary 1, Transporta- 
tion Systems Planning and her husband, 
Dan, welcomed 10 Ib. 6 oz. Austin 
Thomas on August 21. 

Roy A. Neuman, Senior Engineer, 
Maintenance Electrical Region 4 and his 
wife, Tina, are the proud parents of 9 Ib. 5 
oz. Michael Roy, who joined his brother, 
Ryan, on August 23. The baby’s grandfa- 
ther is Roy Neuman, Crew Supervisor in 
Region 3 Landscape. 

Kyra Tirana Barry, Deputy Director, 
Transportation Policy and her husband, 
Dave, announce the arrival of 6 Ib. 1 oz. 
Olivia Rose on July 13. 

Daniel Mikus, Assistant Foreman, 
Glassboro and his wife, Toni, welcomed 
their second daughter, 7 Ib. 12 oz. Mariah 
Lee, on July 18. 

Mary Anne Hood, Motor Vehicle 
Systems and her husband, James, are the 
parents of a baby girl, Brittany Rose on 
June 26. 

Kim Gernhardt, Motor Vehicle 
Systems, and her husband, Mark, are 
celebrating the arrival of a baby boy, 
Mark, on April 26. 

Annette Marshall, Accident 
Records, is celebrating the arrival of her 
first grandchild, Felisha Marie, born on 
July 26. 


Weddings 


Crystal D. Section, ROW Negotiator, 
Parsippany wed John E. Williams on 
September 16. 

Julie Sugar, Support Rep 1, Motor 
Carriers, married Larry Havens on 
August 19. 


Engagement 


Thomas E. F. Messina announced his 
engagement to Nancy Avallone of East 
Windsor. No wedding date has been set. 


Milestones 


Edward R. Pennell, Principal Engi- 
neer, Structural Evaluation, received a 
Masters Degree in Transportation from the 
NJ Institute of Technology. 

Samir D. Shah, Principal Engineer, 


Bureau of Utilities, received a profes- 
sional Engineer’s License in March. 

Linda Meredith, Data Entry, wel- 
comed the return of her daughter, 
Stephanie, who spent the summer in 
Washington as a Legislative Assistant to 
NJ Senator Frank Lautenberg. 


Obituaries 


Peter P. Gurland, 82, died July 12 in 
Fresno. He joined the Department in 1964 
and retired as a Title Examiner in 1979. A 
Navy veteran of WW II, he is survived by 
his wife, Margaret, a son, Paul, daughters, 
Faith and Germayne and two grandchil- 
dren. 

Louis D’ Amico, 82, died July 8. He 
worked in the Bureau of Equipment in 
Region IV until his retirement in 1981 
after 20 years of service. He also served 
as tax assessor in Vineland. A Marine 
veteran of WW II, he leaves his wife, 
Rena, two daughters and several grand- 
and great-grandchildren. 

Lloyd R. Luker, 71, died July 6. He 
was a Maintenance Worker I in Region IV 
when he retired in 1986 after 16 years of 
service. He is survived by his wife, Alice, 
a daughter and four sons, several grand- 
and great-grandchildren. 

Raymond A. DeVito, 71, died July 27. 
He retired in 1989 as a Principal Right of 
Way Negotiator after 29 years of service. 
He leaves behind a wife, Luella, a 
daughter and several grandchildren. 

Arthur Muff, 75, died recently. He 
retired in 1985 after 27 years of service as 
a Construction Repairer I in Region IV 
Maintenance. No other information is 
available. 

Frank Matzer, 82, died September 1! 1 
in Florida. A veteran of WW IL, he served 
as an accountant with NJDOT. He leaves 
two step-daughters and a step son. 

Ray R. Louf, 69, died August 6. The 
WWII veteran joined the Department in 
1977. He is survived by his wife, 
Dorothea, four children and 11 grand- 
children 

Morris Altshuler, 86, died April 28. 
He retired as a Senior Safety Inspector in 
1979 after 43 years of service. He is 
survived by his wife Beatrice, and a son, 
Ronald, Region | Design in Parsippany, 
and four grandchildren. 

Adam Muhammad, 41, died recently. 
He was employed as a Safety Inspector II 
with Motor Vehicle Services since 1980. 
No other information is available. 

Gary P. Albanowski, 50, died August 
7 while vacationing in Cape May. He 
joined NJDOT in 1988 and was serving as 
a Construction and Maintenance Techni- 
cian IV in Ewing. He is survived by his 
wife, Barbara, and two daughters. 
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Transporter readership survey 


The Transporter’s mission is to provide news and information to our employees and retirees. Whether you 
work in Design, Construction, Motor Vehicles or any of our divisions, bureaus and yards, we need your input to 
help us serve you better. Please fill in the following survey questions. Once tabulated, the replies will be placed in 
a drawing and five winners will each receive an NJDOT mug. Clip and send this form to: Transporter Survey, 

CN 600, Trenton, 08625. 


Name: Work phone: 


Unit: Location: 


Features | like best in Transporter: 
) News about NJDOT accomplishments 
) Details about pending legislation 
) Stories about employees 


) Interviews with new executives 


) People briefs (births, weddings, etc.) 
) Moment in History 
) Other: 


( 
( 
( 
( 
( ) Information about retirees 
( 
( 
( 


Story ideas or features | would like to see in future Transporters: 


In the last few issues, the following stories appeared. Please rate them by circling your level of interest. 
(5 = most interested, 1 = least interested) 
New NJDOT commissioner heads MVS 
Did you know about MVS? 


NJ welcomes Freedom Flight America 
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Crowds visit State Fair exhibits 


- 
» 
v 


If bowling is your game... 
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NJDOT forces replace 19th century drains 
MVS merger heads list of major NJDOT changes 
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Governor signs renewal of Trust Fund 
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Inspectors put the brakes on bus violation 


Lodi chemical fire 
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Telecommuting — Working at home 
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Value engineering saves $84 million 
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We’ve got your number (or phiors® 


All 4.2 million New Jersey motorists 


need license plates on their vehicle 
before they can drive it. But it wasn’t 
always like that. 

License plates didn’t exist before 
1906 when state authorities mandated 
that numbers be attached to cars to keep 
track of who was driving what and how 
many were out there. Some motorists 
actually took the numbers from houses 
and used them as license numbers. 

The first plates were far from 
standard. Fashioned of wood or brass or 
leather with metal numbers, automobile 
owners mounted the license plates on 
the bumpers, fenders or doors. This 
system lasted until 1908, when a cream 
and blue metal plate became the first 
license plate as we know it. 

Since then, the colors have changed 
periodically. Red and white came out in 
1913; orange and white in 1926; black 
and light green in 1934; black and 
orange in 1952; straw and black in 
1959; and blue and buff in 1979. Today 
two older color combinations remain: 
straw and black, blue and buff. All new 
plates are reflectorized, with black 
lettering on a graduated goldfinch 
yellow background. 

The variety of plate choices increases 
every year by legislation. To authorize a 
new plate, the NJ Legislature passes a 
bill for the Governor to sign. The law 
may recommend the creation of a 
committee to determine the plate’s 
appearance. This occurred in 1989 after 
the State Legislature mandated 


Animal Friendly **#7"* 


high-contrast, reflectorized plates. Five 
persons on the Reflectorized License 
Plate Selection Commission met to 
determine the appearance of the plates. 
Inmates at the State Prison in Leesburg, 
Cumberland County, manufacture the 
plates for MVS distribution. 

There are more than 100 special 
plates available to motorists today. The 
special plates include: firefighter, 
historical, -disabled veteran, National 
Guard, dentist, VFW, POW, Purple 
Heart, Marine Corps League, Penn 
State, Rutgers University, Seton Hall, 
Stevens Tech, Notre Dame and N.J.I.T. 


Since the special plate program began 
about 20 years ago, MVS has issued 
more than 320,000 sets of personalized 
plates, averaging 15-20,000 annually. 
The $50 charge for the alumni plates is 
higher than the $15 cost for the service 
organization plates and the $25 charge 
for the community organization plate. 

The last few years have been banner 
years for new special plates. In 1991, 
MVS made a limited number of seven- 
character license plates, such as JERSEY7 
available as personalized plates. The 
response from the public was over- 
whelming. 

Often, with six-character plates, 
you could not fit your name or message 
on the plate. For example, if you 
wanted “Maureen” on the plate, you 
would definitely need the seven- 
characters! During the brief issuance 
period, the Division often received 300 
calls a day requesting the seven- 
character personalized plates. 

Non-profit service groups could 
also apply for the plates under the 
organization license plate program. 
Within the first two months that they 
were introduced, MVS issued 12,000 
plates. The most recent and most 
popular special plates MVS offers are 
the familiar NJ Shore, Animal Friendly 
and the Wildlife plates. Since 1993, 
there have been 48,272 NJ Shore plates 
sold. A portion of the fee charged 
supports special New Jersey shore 
cleanup programs and a coastal protec- 
tion fund. 

The Wildlife plates feature a 
colorful illustration of the red-headed 
woodpecker perched on a tree with the 
words “Conserve Wildlife” across the 
bottom. More than 80 per cent of the 
revenue provides directly for habitat 
protection and restoration and manage- 
ment projects for more than 400 
endangered or threatened species. 


Results of 21,438 wildlife plate 
purchases have made a difference in 
New Jersey. Once again, the peregrine 
falcon is a breeding bird after 30 years, 
the osprey is off the endangered species 
list, and the wildlife recreational — 
opportunities are being expanded for 
you to enjoy. 

Tiny paw prints, a cat and a dog 
grace the Animal Friendly plates with 
the message “I Am Animal Friendly.” 
The sales of these plates help fund the 
animal population control program run 
by the Department of Health. The 
program provides low cost spaying and 
neutering for thousands of pets and 
encourages the adoption of thousands 
more each year in New Jersey. To date, 
motorists have purchased 14,724 
Animal Friendly plates. 

The good news is there are more 
special plates on the horizon. In 1996, 
MVS will introduce a plate specially 
designed for the Olympic Games. Look 
for the plate with the five Olympic rings 
designed by the United States Olympic 
Committee. When you purchase this 
plate, half the proceeds will promote 
amateur sports in New Jersey through 
the Garden State Games, and the other 
half will go directly to the United States 
Olympic program. 

So, take your pick! Just call (609) 
292-6500 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday for information 
on the cost and availability of the 
plates, and an application to order your 
choice. 


Commissioner Frank J. Wilson joined with state, county and 
local officials on September 29, to break ground for the first 
element of NJ TRANSIT's innovative Hudson-Bergen Light Rail 


_ System (HBLRTS). The project will eventually span 20.5 miles 


from Bayonne in Hudson County to Ridgefield in Bergen County 
and serve up to 100,000 riders per day. 

Ceremonies were held at the site of the Gateway Park/Ride 
project, a 1,500-space park/ride facility that will be located just 
west of the Liberty Science Center in Jersey City and will 
eventually be accessible from Exit 14C on the NJ Turnpike. It 
will be one of five regional park/ride facilities that will serve the 


_HBLRTS. 


“This is our first shovel in the ground for an ambitious project 


Groundbreaking held for Hudson-Bergen Light Rail 


that will deliver a quality transportation system —before the turn 
of the century — to one of the fastest growing areas of the state.” 
said Wilson. ”The project is part of Governor Whitman's vision 
for the future of transportation in New Jersey. 

The initial operating segment of the HBLRTS, a ten-mile 
stretch, will originate at 34th Street in Bayonne and West Side 
Avenue in Jersey City, pass through the Gateway Park/Ride near 
the Liberty Science Center and the Exchange Place Transit Mall 
in Jersey City, then proceed north along the waterfront to the 
Hoboken Terminal. Eventually, the system is expected to span a 
total of 20.5 miles between the southern tip of Bayonne and the 
Vince Lombardi Park/Ride in Bergen County. The system will 
have 33 stations when completed. 


Region 1 presents 25 to 35 year service awards 


Region 1 honored employees who marked 25, 30 and 35 years of service with the Department. They are (above), Frank Doerr, Crew 
Supervisor, 35 years; Richard Galimi, Crew Supervisor, 30; Dennis Symons, Project Engineer, 30. (right) 25 year recipients Joseph Merlo, 
Regional Materials Engineer; Anthony Suozzo, Senior Engineer; Christopher Hamler, C&M Technician 1; Joseph DeSanto, C&M 
Technician 3; Stan Romanowicz, Principal Engineer; Ned Nardone, Highway & Bridge Repairer 1. 

Those not photographed were: James Pittman, Executive Director, 35 years; Robert Troeller, Equipment Operator, 35; Frank Orsillo, 
Truck Driver, 35; Zigmont Myslinski, Maintenance Worker 1, 35; George Abrahams, Assistant Crew Supervisor, 30; Howard Apgar, 
Highway & Bridge Repairer 1, 30; Carmen Izzo, Maintenance Worker 1, 30; John Rogalski, Assistant Crew Supervisor, 30; Robert 
Brazer, principal Engineer, 30; Marjorie Weber, Personnel Assistant, 25; Paul Houck, C&M Technician 1, 25; Georg Schiele, Project 
Engineer, 25; Peter Tomory, Project Engineer, 25 and Louis Dota, C&M Technician, 25; 
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